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POND MANAGEMENT SERIES

Fathead Minnows
In New Ponds and Lakes

   Fathead minnows are often stocked in new ponds and
lakes as a forage fish.  If this is done before stocking the
impoundment with a typical bass-bluegill-channel catfish
combination an immediate nutrient base for the sportfish
population is ensured. .
     Although the bass-bluegill-channel catfish combination
will usually do well on its own, minnow stocking helps
ensure that  the fish population gets off to a good start.   It
will provide the newly introduced bass with a food source
as soon as they are large enough to capture it.

Description
 The fathead minnow is principally a river species,

common to the Prairie Region of Missouri. Its diet consists
mainly of algae and other plant material, but it also
consumes aquatic insects. Fathead minnows are easy to
propagate and are hardy in a bait bucket, making them one
of the most commonly used bait minnows in North
America.
     Many anglers call these minnows blackhead minnows,
because during the spawning season breeding males
assume a very dark color about the head and may have
dark vertical bands on the body. The males also develop
pointed knobs on their snouts and chins called tubercles,
These are used both to butt unwelcome visitors from their
territory and to clean the surface of the nest.
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